
 

Southern Serenity  with Himanshi Munshaw Luhar 
28th October - 11th November 2017 
 
Tour Highlights 
15 days in boutique and first class accommodation, daily breakfast and 15 meals included. From the royal 
city of Mysore, to the national parks of Kabini, we then make our way to breathtaking Wayanad.  We 
experience the Portuguese city of Cochin and the spice plantations of Thekkady. Drift away on a houseboat 
and rejuvenate in Kumarakom. Immerse yourself in cultural performances, cooking classes, and historic 
talks. Tour fully escorted by Himanshi 
 
Personal Note 
India is a phenomenal country. I grew up there so I should know. Every 50 kilometres you travel the food, 
language, backdrop and the people change ever so slightly. So when you travel from the north to the south 
or east to the west be forewarned you will have a life changing experience. 
 
People always tell me, when you go to India next let us know and we'll come with you. So I personally 
travelled, discovered and then put together programs that showcase the best of my home country. My 
commitment to you is to offer unique cultural, culinary and local experiences. 
 
Enchanting India is my signature North India tour covering the markets of Delhi, the love story of the Taj 
Mahal, the royal experiences of Rajasthan and the local experiences of Mumbai. 
 
We’ll visit historic sites, we’ll take photo’s at the Taj Mahal, we’ll visit cultural epicentres, we’ll eat delicious 
food, we’ll learn how to cook it, we’ll meet princes and princesses, we’ll meet the hip and happening, and 
we’ll meet the local craftsmen and women. At the end we'll visit my home and meet my Big Fat Indian 
family  
 
Southern Serenity  is a journey through a different India. The royal palace of Mysore, the out of this world 
experience of the most amazing views of Wayanad, the serenity of the drifting houseboat, the flavours and 
scents of the spice plantations and the Portuguese city of Cochin.  
 
Learn about the ancient art of Ayurveda or take a yoga class. Be awed by the lights of the palace, the 
beauty of the hills of Kerala, and disconnect from the world on a houseboat. Pick your own spices and 
open your senses to the smells, sounds and flavours of Southern Serenity. 
 
I want to show you my India, it’s truly Enchanting …. So come and join me. 
 

 
 
 
 

Your Host, 
Himanshi Munshaw Luhar 
Passionate Foodie & Traveller  
  



 

Tour Itinerary 
 
28 Oct 2017: Arrive Bangalore 
On Arrival, meet and greet and transfer to your hotel. 
 
29 Oct 2017: Bangalore - Mysore (B,L) 
We start our adventures this morning making our way to the princely state of Mysore. Mysore is often 
called the Jewel of Karnataka – Its arts, culture, buildings, festivals, gardens and parks being the 
quintessence of the state’s heritage. Later in the evening we experience the City Palace illumination by 
100,000 bulbs. It's an awe-inspiring sight that is unrivalled elsewhere in India. 

 
30 Oct 2017: In Mysore (B,L) 
Today we start the day with a Royal walk of Mysore with a local 
expert. Learn about the colonial links, war history, Hollywood 
links and visit to a 125 year old market. Later in the afternoons 
we visit the must see places of Mysore. 
 
31 Oct 2017: Mysore – Kabini (B,L,D)    
After breakfast we head into the Nagarhole National Park, 
Kabini. The afternoon is at leisure to enjoy the resort and natural 
backdrop. 
 
01 Nov 2017: In Kabini (B,L,D) 
Today is dedicated for exploration of the Flora & Fauna of 
Nagarhole National Park, with early morning Jungle Safari inside 
Nagarhole National Park know for it's large congregation of 
Asian Elephants, over 300 types of birds in addition to large 
herbivores such as the Chital, Sambar, Gaur. Later in the day we 
go for a ride in a traditional round shaped boat called a 
‘coracle’. 
 
02 Nov 2017: Kabini – Wayanad (B,L,D)  
Today we head into Kerala's hills. Wayanad – The word 
‘Wayanad’ is a combination of ‘Vayal’ meaning paddy-field and 
‘Naad’ meaning land, making it 'The Land of Paddy Fields’! 
There are many indigenous Tribal in this area. It is set high on the 
Western Ghats with altitudes ranging from 700 to 2100 meters.  



 

03 Nov 2017: In Wayanad (B,L,D) 
We visit a tea factory this morning for an up-close experience on how tea is 
manufactured in India. After a relaxing afternoon we proceed on a guided walk of 
the property with a naturalist.   
 
04 Nov 2017: Wayanad – Calicut – Cochin (B,L) 
This morning after breakfast we start our day of travel to cochin. We drive to Calicut 
and take a local train to Cochin. Getting to the hotel in the evening to relax and 
rejuvenate. 
 
05 Nov 2017: In Cochin (B,L,D)  
After breakfast we explore the Portuguese city of Cochin on a walking tour. We see 
the Chinese Fishing Nets, Temples, Markets, Dutch palace and so much more. We 
celebrate the evening at a traditional kathakali dance performance before returning 
to the hotel for a special dinner. 
 
06 Nov 2017: Cochin – Thekkady (B,L,D) 
We travel to the high ranges this morning making our way to the 
spice regions of Kerala. Relax this afternoon, before joining us for a 
special dinner. 
 
07 Nov 2017: Thekkady (B)  
Early this morning we set of on a 3 hour jungle trek to see the 
national park, after a leisurely morning we spend the afternoon in 
the spice plantations coming up close to the growing, picking and 
manufacturing processes.  
 
08 Nov 2017: Thekkady – Alleppey (Houseboat) (B,L,D) 
After breakfast we head to Allepy and board our houseboat to cruise 
the backwaters. Houseboats are also known as the "Ketuvallam" or 
the Rice Boat. Backwaters are a central part of Kerala's Tourism 
Synopsis, making an absolute cruise through the twisting and 
meandering water streams. 
 
09 Nov 2017: Alleppey – Kumarakom (B) 
Today we disembark from the houseboat and check into our hotel. In 
the lush backwaters of Kottayam in Kerala, lies a veritable paradise, 
which is called Kumarakom, or the 'Venice of the East'. Palm fringed 

narrow canals winding through the vast expanse of paddy fields, and 
the neat tiny hamlets lined up along either side of the canals are 
panoramic sights one can never forget.Check into the hotel and day 
at leisure.  
 
10 Nov 2017: In Kumarakom (B) 
You can spend the day relaxing and getting an ayurveda treatment or 
join us on a Village Rubble Activity. We visit the fishing markets with 
the catch of the day coming in, craftsmen shops, and cycling through 
the village with a number of breaks along the way. Evening at leisure 
to enjoy the resort activities. 
 



 

11 Nov 2017: Kumarakom –Drive to Cochin & Departure Cochin  (B) 
Day at leisure until check out. Transfer to the airport in time for your flight onwards. 
 

*** End of Tour *** 
 
 

EARLY BIRD OFFER - BOOK BEFORE 31st  MAR 17 and SAVE $250 per person 
The first six bookings receive Rick Stein's INDIA book 
 
Cost per person on a twin sharing basis (land only) - $5999 
 
 
Return Economy Class Flights (Melbourne – Bangalore //surface// Cochin – Melbourne) * 
Virgin Australia / Singapore Airlines - $1200 per person 
*indicative prices, as at Jan 2016. Subject to availability at the time of booking 
 
LAND COST INCLUDES: - 

 14 Nights accommodation on Twin sharing basis at the heritage and luxury accommodation. 
 Meal Plan :- Breakfast daily, 10 Lunches and 5 dinners 
 Transportation using air-conditioned vehicles 
 English speaking Local Guides during sightseeing as per itinerary. 
 Monument Entrance Fees (one time entry only) as per the detailed the itinerary. 
 Train fare from Kozhikode to Cochin in AC Chair Car. 
 Beacon Holidays Specials :-   

 Services of a Beacon Holidays Representative for all Airport Transfers. 
 A bottle of mineral water per person per day during long distance travel. 

 All currently applicable taxes. 
 Special Tours 

 Walking in Mysore & Cochin. 
 Jungle safari in Kabini. 
 Tea Estate visit and soft guided walk in Wayanad. 
 Kathakali performance in Cochin. 
 Village rumble activity in Kumarakom. 
 Farm Kitchen Experience at Mararikulam. 

 
LAND COST DOES NOT INCLUDE: - 

 All beverages incl. water consumed at hotels/restaurants,  
 Expense of personal nature like meals other than mentioned above, tips, laundry, telephone/fax 

calls, alcoholic/non-alcoholic beverages, still & video camera fee at monuments, medical 
expenses, airfare, airport departure tax, any Insurance.  

 Any other services not mentioned in the inclusions. 
 Tips 

 
SPECIAL NOTES 

 Please note that some of the sights/itinerary may change due to season, weather, national 
holidays and special events.   

 Check-In time is 1400 Hrs and Check-Out time is 1200 hrs noon in India. 
 Rates include only those items which are specifically mentioned in the detailed itinerary. 

 
Instructions for booking 



 

1. A booking form will need to be completed and returned to us, please contact your consultant for a 
copy of the form. 

2. Flights payments are due at the time of booking to secure the space and price.  
3. If you would like a copy of the hotel list considered for this program please let us know.  
4. Balance payment for the trip is due upto 90 days before departure from Australia (Nov 2017) 
5. Travel Insurance is compulsory, Please let us know if you would like a quote. 
6. Minimum number of 6 passengers is required for this tour to operate. As such we will do our best 

for the program to run; in the event that these numbers are not met you will be offered alternative 
options or a refund for the tour component. 

7. This is a small group tour and will have a maximum of 20 people on tour. 
 
 
 


